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SUBJECT: TURKISH ELECTION OUTLOOK 
REF: A. ANKARA 802 B. ISTANBUL 3328 

1. AS NOTED REFTEL, PUBLIC OPINION POLLS RECENTLY ORGANIZED 

BY MILLIYET AND HURRIYET NEWSPAPERS TEND AGREE THAT JUSTICE PARTY 
(JP) LIKELY TO RECEIVE BETWEEN 40-45 PER CENT OF POPULAR VOTE BUT 
MILLIYET POLL GIVES HIGHER FIGURES TO REPUBLICAN PEOPLES PARTY 
(RPP), PREDICTING 36-39 PER CENT OF TOTAL VOTE AS COMPARED 30-32 
PER CENT IN HURRIYET POLL. NUMBER OBSERVERS HERE (SEE REF. B) 

BELIEVE BOTH POLLS ARE UNREALISTICALLY SKEWED TOWARD VIEWPOINT 
URBAN VOTER AND IN FACT MILLIYET ITSELF NOTED THAT IN RURAL DISTRICTS 
VOTERS WERE RELUCTANT TO REVEAL THEIR PREFERENCES AND APT TO 
RESERVE DECISION UNTIL ELECTION DAY ITSELF. 

2. THIS IMPRESSION UNDERSCORED BY REPORTER IN CHARGE OF 
HURRIYET POLL WHO RECENTLY TOLD CONGENOFF THAT PARTLY DUE 
TRADITIONAL RESERVE OF VILLAGER AND PARTLY DUE QUALITY OF POLL 
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LATTER POINT HE NOTED THAT SINCE HURRIYET WANTED A THOUSAND 
UNBIASED VOLUNTEERS THE PAPER WAS FORCED TO EXCLUDE TEACHERS 
OR PROMINENT VILLAGE FIGURES WHO MIGHT HAVE DIRECT INTEREST IN 
POLL RESULTS. INSTEAD POLL CARRIED OUT BY LOW LEVEL OFFICIALS, 

WHO IN SOME CASES MAY OUT OF INDOLENCE OR RELUCTANCE TO PRY, 

HAVE SENT IN IMAGINARY REPORTS. SAME REPORTER FELT THAT 
MILLIYET SURVEY MORE PROFESSIONAL AND THUS MAY BE MORE 
ACCURATE GUIDE 

TO URBAN VOTERS' SENTIMENTS. HOWEVER, SHOULD 
ALSO BE NOTED THAT MILLIYET POLL WAS CONDUCTED IN LATE AUGUST 
AND THUS WOULD NOT REFLECT ANY CHANGES IN VOTER OPINIONS THAT 
MAY HAVE OCCURRED SINCE THEN. SHOULD ALSO BE NOTED THAT EVEN 
IF JP FALLS SHORT OF ABSOLUTE MAIOR LY POPULAR VOTE, IT STILL COULD 
WIN NARROW MAJORITY OF SEATS DUE TO PROPORTIONAL REPRESENTATION 
SYSTEM USED. 

3. WITH REGARD YOUTH VOTE, WE CONCUR WITH POINT MADE IN 
IZMIR 442 THAT MAJOR ISSUE IS EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITY AND 
PARTICULARLY DISSATISFACTION WITH DISRUPTION CAUSED BY MILITARY 
INDUCZLON SYSTEM. THIS IS FAR AND AWAY MOST FREQUENT COMPLAINT 
RAISED BY YOUNG PEOPLE WITH WHOM WE HAVE TALKED HERE AND IS OFTEN 
CITED BY OLDER TURKS, PARTICULARLY PARENTS. AMONG UNIVERSITY 
STUDENTS HERE, ECEVIT SEEMS OVER WHF.T .MTNGI .YTHF, MOST POPULAR 
OF TURKISH POLITICIANS. HOWEVER, THERE IS VIRTUALLY NO RPT NO 
ORGANIZED POLITICAL ACTIVITY TO BE DETECTED AMONG STUDENTS. THIS 
DUE IN PART TO FACT THAT ALL OVERT STUDENT ORGANIZATIONS HAVE BEEN 
EFFECTIVELY BANNED AND IN PART TO PREOCCUPATION WITH UNIVERSITY 
EXAMS. AT RECENT PERFORMANCE OF POPULAR FOLKSINGER RUHISU 
ATTENDED BY CONGENOFF, MOST FREQUENTLY HEARD WORDS IN PRE AND 
POST CONCERT CHATTER AMONG YOUTH WERE "ECEVIT" AND "IMTIHAN" 
(EXAMINATION). LARGE ELEMENT OF CROWD AT ECEVIT'S RALLY AT 
TAKSIM SQUARE OCT. 1 1 WERE YOUNG PEOPLE, PARTICULARLY UNIVERSITY 
AND OLDER HIGH SCHOOL STUDENT. 

COMMENT. IN SHORT, FROM ISTANBUL VANTAGEPOINT, IT 
APPEARS THAT RPP UNDER ECEVIT HAS MADE NOTICEABLE GAINS AMONG 
URBAN VOTERS AND IS SUCCEEDING IN LARGE MEASURE IN THROWING 
OFF OLD RPP IMAGE AS REPRESENTATIVE OF MILITARY AND BUREAUCRATIC 
ELITE. THUS, KEY FACTOR IN ELECTION OUTCOME MAY WELL BE EXTENT 
TO WHICH JP BASE IN VILLAGES OF ANATOLIA HAS BEEN ERODED BY RPP 
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